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Mark your calendar for  
the 2018 BMLA meetings:
June 9 and August 11

The Porcupine Bay Male – notice the antenna
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The 2017 Mantrap Lake  
Loon Report

Barry Guptill reported hearing a 
loon fly over on March 31 so April 3 
was “raft preparation day” at the 
McGinnis Marina. Quite a crew 
showed up to help. The veteran 
Looners – Warren, Arlis and Lyle  – 
have continued to be the mentors 
for the newer volunteers. Barry and 
Steve were there to help, as well as 
Ron Harlow, Jim Nemzek, and Janet 
Dixon. The ice was retreating rapidly 
and by Wednesday, April 5th Mantrap 
was ready for its raft distribution. 
By the end of the week all 20 rafts 
were anchored in the existing loon 
territories around the lake. 

Once the work was done, it was 
time to sit back and wait for the 
loons to start claiming their little 
piece of real estate for the nesting 
season. It didn’t take long. Courtship 
activities, territorial disputes, and 
nest building filled the majority of 
April days, but by the last week of 
the month loons were sitting on 

nests at Junge’s, the River, Vlcek’s, 
Fremont’s Point, and Lady Slipper 
east. The loons at Pine Bay, Loon 
Bay, Osprey Bay, and Birch Bay were 
sitting a few days later. By the middle 
of May, 15 rafts were occupied and 
there were also seven natural nests.

The chicks began to appear by 
May 23rd and by the end of May, 
ten new chicks could be seen 
swimming along side their parents 
or hitching a ride on their backs. 
The timing was good because Kevin 
Klug of Red Rock Films, along with 
six-time Emmy Award winning 
cinematographer Neil Rettig and 
his wife Laura arrived in Park Rapids 
during the first week of June. 
They were working on a series of 
programs for National Geographic 
Wild and the Mantrap loons were 
going to be the stars of one of the 
programs. On the day of their arrival, 

Thanks to everyone who 
contributed to the purchase of 
a replacement motor for the 
loon boat. It is a vital part of the 
loon program and it will help 
us extend the many years of 
continued loon conservation 
service. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Word from the President
My name is Rich, and I have a 

Loon problem …
A couple of years ago two young 

relatives of ours were visiting and, 
after explaining to them that a Loon 
was not a duck, I challenged them 
to find everything with a loon on it 
in the cabin. As the count quickly 
marched past a dozen, I began to 
realize I might be addicted to Loons. 

Yeah, a few of you have seen the 
one emblazoned on our favorite 
paddleboards or our matching 
shirts, we’ll be flying a Minnesota 
United FC flag this summer (“Go 
Loons!”), and the sign over our 
picture window says “Loon Calls 
Heard Here”. 

We should probably be looking 
out that window at the real ones! 
Of course, this year I suspect when 
this reaches you there may be more 
than a little ice yet in the way. In 

2017, the DNR listed Ice Out on Big 
Mantrap Lake as April 7-10, meaning 
the loons were already making 
themselves at home this time last 
year. 

This winter some of us were also 
able to get our fix watching the 
National Geographic tv special, 
Wild America, which featured some 
great footage of the Big Mantrap 
Lake Loons – “10,000 Lakes”. If you 
didn’t catch it on NatGeo Wild, go 
to http://www.dailymotion.com/
video/x6gvkir.

When the ice does finally retreat, 
our favorite Gaviiformes will no 
doubt come running, er, flying back 
and rest assured our dedicated 
“Looners” will be right there with 
them placing rafts with their new 
boat motor. The new motor that I 
might add was paid for 100% by 
donations from many of you Loon 

nuts. How great is that??
Maybe we’re all just Loony for 

Loons.
Perhaps we should start a group. 

Meet at Loon Bay right after the ice 
goes out? I’m thinking sometime 
around 4th of July ….

Barry and Steve took them on a 
boat ride around the lake so they 
could familiarize themselves with 
the various loon territories and plan 
their filming strategy. Five minutes 
into the boat ride, Neil was filming 
chicks riding on the back and adult 
loons feeding their new chicks. The 
excitement just grew from there. 

During their visit they took time to 
meet many of the loon volunteers 
and they even joined some of the 
looners for lunch at the Emmaville 
store. Carrol Henderson (MN DNR’s 
non-game supervisor) also toured the 
lake that day with Lyle as the guide. 

The eggs on Bill Mills’s natural 
looking raft in Steamboat Bay were 
scheduled to hatch and Bill graciously 
hosted Kevin Klug, Neil, and Laura for 
several hours as Neil was able to get 
the footage he needed. When a date 

for airing the program is set, we will 
be informed and then we will pass 
on the information. (NOTE, THE SHOW HAS 

AIRED, GO TO HTTP://WWW.DAILYMOTION.

COM/VIDEO/X6GVKIR TO SEE IT.)

Points if interest included: 43 eggs 
were laid but only 26 hatched, due 
to predators, infertility, and adults 
abandoning their nests. Reasons for 
abandonment are unknown and the 
two eggs on the Loon Bay raft were 
determined to be infertile after the 
adults incubated them for more than 
two months.

There were still a few loons on the 
lake with leg bands from the 2011 
capture by Kevin Kenow (USGS) 
and his research team, but the only 
surviving adult male that had been 
given a satellite transmitter in 2011 
washed up on shore with a fishing 
lure in its mouth. 

Loon volunteers:
Len Beckel
Barb and Burney Fischer
Lorraine Gabbert 
Barry Guptill
Chuck Haus
Jim Love
Gerald Johnson
Debbie Junge
Letitia and Lyle Laske
Steve Maanum
Eric McAllister
Arlis and Warren McGinnis
Mary Lou Meier
Linda Meyer
Bill and Joy Mills
Bill Moore
Jim Nemzek
Duane Petterson
Ron Harlow
Vikki Miller
Dave Livingston
Janet Dixon

LOON REPORT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x6gvkir
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x6gvkir
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x6gvkir
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x6gvkir
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Citizen Lake Monitoring Program – BML Update
BURNEY FISCHER, BML CLMP LEADER

The 2018 BML Lake Monitoring Program is 
gearing up. Gerry Johnson and Burney Fischer 
will again be collecting weekly (May-September) 
water clarity readings at seven locations across 
Big Mantrap. Water quality samples collected 
monthly in the South Basin and are sent to RMB 
Lab (Detroit Lakes) for analysis as part of the 

Hubbard County COLA lake monitoring program. 
Reports and data from previous years’ clarity 
and water quality samples are analyzed by the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s Clean 
Lake Monitoring Program (CLMP). The CLMP 
is conducting a comprehensive review of their 
analytical process for detecting water quality 

trends, after using the same system for over a 
decade, so access to the database is temporarily 
unavailable, but should be up and running by 
May. Anyone can access the data for any lakes 
in the program. An overview of the MPCA Lakes 
Monitoring program is at www.pca.state.mn.us/
water. 

Changes in MN Northern Pike  
fishing regulations do not impact  
Big Mantrap Lake!

You may have been reading media 
stories about the 2018 changes in 
Minnesota fishing regulations, particularly 
about northern pike. The new pike harvest 
regulations apply to inland waters of the 
state and for our region (North-Central) 
the limit has changed to 10 northern pike, 
but not more than two pike longer than 
26"; all from 22 to 26" must be released. 
The DNR news story can be found at 
http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/2018/03/05/
new-northern-pike-fishing-regulations-
coming-for-fishing-opener/. 

Checking out the MN Fishing Regulations 
at https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/regulations/
fishing/index.html and looking under 
special regulations (p 38-54), see page 40. 
Big Mantrap Lake special regulations which 
have not changed – Crappie: possession 
limit of five; northern pike: all from 24-36" 
must be immediately released. Possession 
limit three, only one over 36". 

This is a good message to tell your friends 
and guests, as they may be misinformed 
with the wide distribution of the stories on 
changes in northern pike limits. 

Forever a Mantrapper

Tribute to Len Beckel
We say good-bye to another dear friend and 

long-time member of the Mantrap Lake family. 
Len Beckel and his wife Anne built their home 

in Mirror Bay 
back in the 
mid 1970’s 
while Len was 
still working 
as the director 
of purchasing 
for Hormel in 
Austin, MN. It 
wasn’t until he 
retired at age 
65 that they 

made Big Mantrap their permanent residence. 
Len said what drew them to Mantrap was the 
peacefulness blended with a little touch of 
wilderness that could be felt in the call of the loon.

Len wasted no time in becoming a loon 
volunteer where he joined Warren and 
Arlis McGinnis, Lyle Laske and others in the 
conservation efforts centered on Mantrap’s 
extensive nesting project. Over the years he 
continually donated time and resources to the 
welfare of the lake’s loon population.

He believed in getting involved and taking an 
active role in causes that were important to him. 
An example of that can be found in the May 29, 
2010 Park Rapids Enterprise (the Memorial Day 

edition) where Len was the subject of a feature 
article about his military service to our country 
during the Korean War. Len was a pilot of an F-84 
Thunderjet and even though he arrived in Korea 
six months before the signing of the Armistice, he 
still flew 38 missions over North Korea. 

When his active duty ended in 1955 he 
continued his military service by joining the Air 
Force Reserve in 1957, retiring as a lieutenant 
colonel in 1989.

As we say good-bye, we also say thanks for 
your service as a loon volunteer on Mantrap Lake 
and more importantly, for your service to our 
country. You will be missed.

http://.www.pca.state.mn.us/water
http://.www.pca.state.mn.us/water
http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/2018/03/05/new-northern-pike-fishing-regulations-coming-for-fishing-opener/
http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/2018/03/05/new-northern-pike-fishing-regulations-coming-for-fishing-opener/
http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/2018/03/05/new-northern-pike-fishing-regulations-coming-for-fishing-opener/
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/regulations/fishing/index.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/regulations/fishing/index.html
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DOCKS  
The Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) allows docks on property 
you own if it meets the following criteria. 
 
The structure: 

• Is no more than 8 feet wide, 
• Is no longer than needed to 

reach navigable waters, 
• Is not a hazard to navigation, 

health or safety, 
• Will allow free flowing water beneath it, 
• Is not intended to be used as a marina, and 
• Is consistent with local zoning regulations. 

 

PLATFORMS 
Modest platforms at the lake-end of a dock are 
allowed under certain conditions.  The platform 
cannot be more than 120 square feet measured 
separately from the access dock or 170 square feet 
including the adjacent access dock.   

Oversized dock platforms will be subject 
enforcement action by the DNR.  You will be 
required to reconfigure your dock to meet 
regulations and you may face fines.   

 
 

Platform area 120 square feet 
not including access dock.  

Platform area 170 square 
feet including access dock.  

More information can be found on our website or by contacting an Area Hydrologist. 

2018 Directory corrections
Please make the following changes.
• We received word that Len Beckel died Februray 2, 2018.
• Gary and Judy Condiff, delete the 652-2810 phone number.
• Mark and Cindy Condiff the number marked summer is Mark’s cell phone while 

the one marked winter is for Cindy.
• Lyle Laske: Replace (Cell) 816-699-5128 with 218-252-5275  

email: lylelaske@gmail.com 
address: 8186 Excelsior Road #104, Baxter, MN 56425

• Nevins’ Brookings address is now 1300 Whitetail Path.
• O’Leary’s off lake address: 5030 Meadville St, Excelsior MN 55331
• Murry Olson’s phone numbers are Cell 651-261-2505, 651-260-5349
• Arden and Betty Severson’s newly built place on Steamboat Bay is for sale.
• Stoll property should read: 

Ray Stoll and Jeff Stoll – Map 9
27813 Island View Dr., Park Rapids, MN 56470
Jeff.stoll@barco.com 612-321-6368
ray@forumarchitects.net
952-221-4523
Jeff Stoll, 4749 Ewing Ave S., Minneapolis, MN 55410

Forever a Mantrapper

Linda Smith – 
January 28,1942 - August 20, 2017

A Mantrap Lake summer resident for more 
than 40 years, Linda Smith of Golden Valley, MN., 
died Aug. 20, 2017, after a long illness.

A lake person to her core, Linda loved everything 
about Mantrap Lake: awakening to loon calls, 
water skiing, pontoon putzes, the breeze in her 
face, campfires, twilight swims, walks in the 
woods, northern lights, cocktails on the deck, 
neighborhood potlucks, gazing out at Steamboat 
Bay and watching, feeding or rescuing virtually 
every animal she encountered. And she adored her 
many lake friends and neighbors.

From 1973 until her death, Linda considered 
Mantrap her “heart home.” Linda and Bobbi, her 
spouse and life partner of nearly 50 years, built 
and spent summers at their Steamboat Bay cabin, 
where they shared their love of nature with their 
four girls, Shima, Tepi, Sunita and Shova. They 
sold their cabin in 2014 but returned each year 
to visit.

Long active in the Big Mantrap Lake 
Association, Linda was president for two terms, a 
board member for several terms and newsletter 
editor. Linda also served on the Thorpe Township 
planning and zoning committee. 

Known for her quick wit, great laugh, kindness 
and occasional stubbornness, Linda’s rule about 
never harming wildlife was unbending even 
when it tested her limits (and Bobbi’s). When 
porcupines chewed the corners of their cabin, 
someone advised that they were after salt in 
the cedar siding. Concerned about their mineral 
intake, Linda bought a salt block and placed it 
at the gnawed cabin corner. The unappreciative 
rodents used her gift as a step stool to chew 
higher up on the cabin. Bobbi solved the problem 
by wrapping the corners in chicken wire, which 
satisfied Linda since no critters were harmed.

Information from the MnDNR about docks
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Join us for 
lunch
The ladies of Big Mantrap have 
a lunch every month at noon at 
Emmaville on the first Wednesday 
of each month. It’s a good chance 
to meet neighbors, exchange 
information and keep up with 
people on your lake. The folks at 
Emmaville would like to know how 
many are coming each month. Janet 
Dixon will do that, so contact her 
for more information or to tell her 
you’re coming, so she can call in an 
approximate count. If you would like 
a reminder let her know, and she will 
call or email you. Phone: 218-652-
4363 email:  
jfdixon@mac.com. All are welcome. 

 Big Mantrap Lake Association Membership Form

check one: □ New member  □ Renew
Please print 

Name __________________________________________________________

Mantrap Lake address ____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Do you receive mail at this address during July?  □ Yes  □ No

phone _________________________________________________________

email __________________________________________________________

Winter address __________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

phone _________________________________________________________

email __________________________________________________________
Membership dues are $25 for full membership, or $15 for the newsletter only. 
They are due in December. Make checks payable to Big Mantrap Lake Association, 
and mail them to Barb Fischer, 618 W Soutar Drive, Bloomington IN 47403.
Spring 2018 Aerie

Follow us on Facebook!!!
Check out the Big Mantrap Lake Association Facebook page! We are trying to use it as a 
communication method to share what is happening on the lake. We will post meetings, items 
of interest, pretty pictures, and whatever. Feel free to post your own interesting items also. It 
is a public page. Find us by searching on Big Mantrap Lake Association in Facebook, or go to 
http://www.facebook.com/BigMantrapLake

Mantrappers Show Support 
for BML Loon Program with 
Contributions for a New Motor

When Barry Guptill came to 
the Big Mantrap Lake Association 
August meeting with a report 
indicating that the motor used in the 
loon program was near the end of 
its life, the membership approved a 
motion to match from general funds 
up to $3500 in contributions to the 
loon fund to buy a new motor. Barry 
was able to find a much better price 
than anticipated for the motor and 
spent only $4474 to buy a new 40hp 
motor. Members responded with 
$4525 in contributions for the motor!

It shows that we take pride in our 
loons and loon program !

 Board of Directors

President  Rich Halvorsen 612-245-9391 rich.halvorsen@gmail.com
Vice President  
Secretary  Linda Zawacki 651-246-3844 blgzlmm@comcast.net
Treasurer  Barb Fischer 765-414-4197 barbf49@aol.com
AIS coordinator Jim Nemzek 218-732-4887 
Past president Carole Sierk 712-202-8817 dcsierk1@cableone.com
Board member Kathy Nevins 605-695-2959 knevins62@gmail.com
Board member Jim Zawacki 651-735-8613 blgzlmm@comcast.net
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Barb Fischer
28538 Junco Dr 
Nevis MN 56467

BIG 
MANTRAP 
LAKE 
ASSOCIATION

Thank you!Thank you!
2017 AIS Contributors
Beckel, Leonard
Billion, David
Boldt, David & Dianne
Campbell, Linda
Condiff, Gary & Judy
Condiff, Mark & Cindy
Crabbe, Anne & Jim
Dildine, John & Chris
Dixon, Frances
Estlick, Tyron & Mary
Fegley, Gary & Cindy
Fielder, Doug &  

Catherine
Fischer, Burney & Barb
Guptill, Barry & Chris
Halvorsen, Rich
Hanson, Michael & Heidi
Hayes, Daniel & Carol  

Hoyer-Hayes
Hemingway, Cindy
Ingebrand, George
Johnson, Gerry & Linda
Johnson, Rick & Holly

Kersten, Ron & Sarah
Kittleson, Norman & Sharon
Kline, George & Ginna
Kyser, Donald & Tari
Land, Gerald & Marcia J
Landrigan, Robert & Elaine
Laske, Lyle & Fran
LIvingston, David
Love, Judy
McAlpine, Gary & LInda
McArdle, Pat & Eunice
McFarland, Tim & Marcie
Mertz, Gary
Mickelberg, Julie & David
Miller, Vicki & Meier, ML
MIlls, Bill & Joy
Molbert, Lauris
Molin, Tom
Moore, Bill
Myhre, Linda & David
Nemzek, Jim & Mary
Nemzek, John
Nevins, Rolland & Kathy

O’Neil, Brooks & Patty
Paulson, Tim
Persellin, Scott
Rance, Marlene
Reinhart, Mike & Lisa
Remund, Karen
Richardson, Ann
Ryan, Ron & Kelly
Sauer, Dav & Deb
Seitz, SueAnn & Scott
Sierk, Damon & Carole
Smith, Daniel & NOrita
Stacey, MIke & Kaye
Stell Trust – Pierson, Kate
Stevens, Judith
Stoll, Jeff
Swensen, Michelle & Brett
Topp, Rodney & Debra
Ulm, Dennis
Vlcek-Simmons-Dunn, Sharon 

Vlcek
Wolff, Bruce & SHaron
Wolff, Dennis & Linda

2017 Loon Contributions
In memory of -
Ann Beckel
Al Hansen
Ron Olson
Linda Smith

We made an appeal for 
donations to purchase a 
new motor for the loon 
boat from our members and 
many members responded.
The following people made 
contributions during 2017 
to the loon program – both 
ongoing operations and the 
new motor.
Beckel, Len 
Guptill, Barry & Christine
Harlow, Ron
Hoffman, Clifford & Laraine
Huss, Lee
Johnson, Alan & Carol
Johnson, Gerry & Linda
Johnson, Gregory

Kersten, Ron & Sarah
Land, Gerald & Marcia
Laske, Letitia
Laske, Lyle & Fran
Maanum, Steve
McGinnis, Arliss & Warren
Meier, ML and Miller, V
Mills, Bill & Joy
Molbert, Lauris
Moore, Bill
O’Leary, Chris & Julie
Richardson, Ann
Ryan, Ron & Kelly
Shoffner, Kirk & Sandra
Sierk, Carole & Damon
Smith, Daniel & Norita
Stevens, Judith
Topp, Rodney & Debra
Zawacki, Jim & Linda

We also received a 
contribution of a boat lift to 
help protect the loon boat

Dave Livingston


